
The God of our Faith 

Hebrews 11:8-16 



Hebrews 11:1  

Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.  



Hebrews 10:38   

Now the just shall live by faith; But if 
anyone draws back, My soul has no 
pleasure in him. 

 



Notice in our text;  
Abraham and Sarah and their 

faith    
v8, By faith Abraham obeyed … and went 

out … not knowing …  

v9, By faith he dwelt … in tents … 

v10, he waited for the city … with 
foundations … built by God.   

v11, By faith Sarah … received strength 
to conceive seed … bore a child … 
judged Him faithful who had 
promised. 



I. God is ‘Bigger’ than our Faith 
(vv.8-10) 

A. The Call of Abram (Gen. 12:1-4a) 

- Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of 
your country, from your family and from your 
father’s house, to a land that I will show you. 

- 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless 
you and make your name great; and you shall 
be a blessing.  

- 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will 
curse him who curses you; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

- 4So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to 
him… 



I. God is ‘Bigger’ than our Faith                                                     

B.  The Promises in Abram’s call. 

C.  God’s blessings went beyond Abram’s 
faith.  

D.  God still blesses beyond what we may 
ask or think. 

- Eph. 3:20, Now to Him who is able to do 
exceedingly abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us… 



II. God is ‘Better’ than Our Faith 
(V. 11) 

A.  Sarah’s accomplishments were by 
faith. 

B.  But notice how small her faith was to 
begin with. 



Genesis 18:10-12 

And He said, “I will certainly return to you according 
to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife 
shall have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent 
door which was behind him.)  

11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced 
in age; and Sarah had passed the age of 
childbearing.  

12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, 
“After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my 
lord being old also?” 

Gen. 18:15, But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not 
laugh,” for she was afraid. And He said, “No, but 
you did laugh!” 



II. God is ‘Better’ than Our Faith                                                      

C.  God honored her small faith and gives 
her a son. 

D.  Remember the Disciples’ small faith 
in the storm. 

 - Mark 4:35-41, Teacher, do You not 
care that we are perishing? (v38)   

E.  We need the Mustard seed faith that 
moves mountains.  



Matthew 17:19-21  

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately 
and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  
20So Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if 
you have faith as a mustard seed, you 
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from 
here to there,’ and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible for you.  
21However, this kind does not go out 
except by prayer and fasting.” 



III. God’s Promises Build Our Faith 
(Vs. 12-19) 

A.  By Faith Abraham offered up Isaac.  

B.  Faith grows as we take in God’s Word. 

 - Rom. 10:17, So then faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. 

C.  Exploits of Bible characters make our faith 
soar.   

 - Moses opening the Red Sea (Ex. 14)  

 - The walls of Jericho falling down (Josh. 6) 

 - David overcoming Goliath (1 Sam. 17)  

 



III. God’s Promises Build Our Faith                                           

D.  Claiming Bible promises increases our 
faith. 

 - True Faith is always based upon the 
Word of God.   

 - Faith is acting upon and in 
accordance to God’s Word.   

 - Faith works when it’s for God’s glory. 

 - The purpose of faith is to fulfill God’s 
will. 



 - What does God’s Word say about 
this?   

 - How can it bring honor to God and 
exalt His name?   

 - How will this build up the Kingdom 
of God?   

 - Is my purpose to give Him proper 
praise and honor that is due Him?   



Faith is not about you and I 
getting what we want. 

Faith is all about our God. 

Trust God for the 
impossible. 

Our Lord will come through 
for your good and His 

Honor. 
 



God is bigger and better  
than our faith.  

It’s not about you, 

it’s not about me; 

 it’s all about Him! 
 


